Office of Administrative Hearings - Update on Remote Hearings
While many of the courts are essentially closed, the Office of Administrative Hearings is actively
conducting remote hearings and is seeking to expand their capacity to do so. The
announcement below, which is also posted on the OAH website, specifically requires attorneys
and litigants to opt in to the remote hearings through the website. OAH has asked MSBA to
publicize this request so that these hearings can be rapidly scheduled and conducted.
Beginning March 23, 2020 through May 15, 2020, all in-person proceedings at the Maryland
Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) are temporarily suspended and all OAH offices are
closed to the public until further notice. All requests for a hearing must be mailed to the Hunt
Valley OAH at 11101 Gilroy Road, Hunt Valley, Maryland 21031. No in-person requests, fees,
or filing will be accepted. Remote proceedings are being conducted for hospitals and other
emergencies.
Any person who has a hearing notice for a Motor Vehicle Administration driver's license hearing
may request a remote hearing by filling out a form available on the OAH website
(www.oah.state.md.us). This opt-in form must be submitted at least three business days before
your scheduled hearing date.
All other in-person proceedings scheduled during the period from March 23 through May 15,
2020, are postponed and will be rescheduled.
Maryland Judiciary - Two New Orders
The Maryland Judiciary issued two new Administrative Orders this afternoon.
1) Amended Administrative Order Further Clarifying the Emergency Tolling or
Suspension of Statutes of Limitations and Statutory and Rules
Deadlines: https://mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/adminorders/20200504furtherclarifyingstatutesoflimitations.pdf
• Rescinds April 24 Amended Administrative Order Further Clarifying the Emergency
Tolling or Suspension of Statutes of Limitations and Statutory and Rules Deadlines
• Further clarifies the application of the Order, specifically, filing deadlines and statutes of
limitations.
• New Cases: All deadlines established by Maryland law or court rules to initiate a case or
an appeal in a Maryland state court are tolled or suspended effective March 16 by the
number of days the courts are closed. The Chief Judge will issue an order providing the
amount of time after the courts begin to reopen to initiate a case or an appeal and have
the filing still considered to be timely.
• Pending Cases: Cases that were scheduled to be heard during the health emergency
are generally postponed and will be heard at a later date, except for certain priority
matters. Hearing deadlines established by Maryland law or court rules in existing cases
are tolled or suspended effective March 16 by the number of days the courts are closed.
Those hearings will be scheduled at a future date. Other deadlines remain in effect.
2) Fourth Amended Administrative Order Expanding and Extending Statewide Judiciary
Restricted Operations Due to the COVID-19
Emergency: https://mdcourts.gov/sites/default/files/adminorders/20200504fourthamendedadministrativeorderexpandingandextendinjudiciary restricted
operations.pdf

•

Rescinds the May 1 Third Amended Administrative Order on Expanding Statewide
Judiciary Restricted Operations Due to the COVID-19 Emergency.
• Includes the newly Amended Order above in section (m).
Supreme Court Hearing Oral Arguments Remotely
As many of us are working from home, we invite you to take a break over the next two weeks to listen
to Supreme Court oral arguments that will be available by audio, for the first time ever, to the public.
MSBA Weekly Support Group

Lisa Caplan, LCSW-C, Director of the Lawyer Assistance Program, continues to hold a
weekly support group to discuss tips to manage your stress, working remotely with
children, anxiety, self-care, and mindfulness, during these difficult and unusual times.
The program will continue on Wednesdays from 2-3pm through May to support your
well-being.
•
•

Join by Google Hangout: https://meet.google.com/xeg-skkp-mev
To join by phone: +1 504-603-6007 PIN: 930 664 490#

